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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-5 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102/103 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 and 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Miyoshi et al. (5,493,455). 

As per claims 1 and 4-5, Miyoshi et al. teaches a tape drive apparatus 
comprising a storage cassette, itself comprising a mass storage media and a distinct 
management memory; within which said apparatus may store and/or retrieve either 
content and/or management data which may itself conditionally determine the access, 
interpretation, and/or content of either, and/or their validity based upon the constancy 
between the information stored within their corresponding storage areas (see figures, 
column 1 lines 56-67, column 2 lines 33-51, column 3 lines 9-26 and 43-47, column 5 
lines 4-11, and column 12 lines 42-44). Any potentially remaining claimed limitations 
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which have not been explicitly addressed are considered obviously inherent in that 
taught by Miyoshi et al., and/or not sufficient to patentably distinguish over prior art. 

5. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Miyoshi et al. (5,493,455) in further in view of Staar (4,338,664). 

As per claims 2-3, being correspondingly dependant on claim 1 as taught by 
Miyoshi et al., but does not teach that the said management memory may contain 
specific information identifying its type and/or corresponding recorded format 
information. However Staar (as also cited by Miyoshi et al. as prior art) teaches this 
(see figure 16, and column 1 lines 16-33). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the disclosed invention to combine that taught by Miyoshi et al. with 
that taught by Starr relevant to the claims, for the benefit of enabling a storage cassette 
type and/or corresponding information format to be determined and thereby utilized by a 
corresponding tape drive apparatus. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul W. Schlie whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6765. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 8:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Kim can be reached on 517-272-4182. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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